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The influence of growth in early childhood on academic ability
- Improve the quality of early childhood education curriculum -

Masahiko KAKUNO

The government curriculum guidelines (2002) emphasis was placed on the ability of children to solve problems, thinking
ability, intellectual curiosity, and creativity. Since then, the trend of Japanese education continues to emphasize problem-
solving ability. PISA (Programme for International Student Assessment) positions problem solving ability as academic
ability,too. In recent years, the global trend of curriculum reform is intellectual education from early childhood. In early
childhood education in Japan, there is growing interest in the competency-based approach. The Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology defined the key competence as a key competency among the competencies.

Therfore experts are discussing ways to nurture key competencies of children in early childhood.

Key Words: academic ability, curriculum reform, earlychildhood education, PISA, problem-solving ability



