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The present situations and problems of the village communities

in Amami Oshima and the Yaeyama Islands
: The questionnaire survey of the chiefs of the village communities

Teruyoshi Kokubo, Fusako Iwasaki, Asako Oyama,
Rieko Yamashita, Yasuhira Tanaka, Yoichi Tabata, Tadao Takayama

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify the actual conditions and problems of the village communities in the islands of
the Ryukyu arc. The questionnaire survey was conducted on 286 chiefs of the village communities and the neighborhood
associations in Amami Oshima and the Yaeyama islands. The number of respondents was 177, and the response rate was
61.9%. The contents of the questions were concerning the associations in the village community, the present situations and
the prospects for the maintenance of the traditional events, “Goyukai” (immigrant’s voluntary association), the situations
of the reciprocal help activities, the disaster-related measures, the problems of the community, and the personal attributes
of the respondents.

Amami Oshima and the Yaeyama islands had many common features as to typhoon damage, traditional events, the pres-
ent state of “Goyukai”, and mutual support activities. On the other hand, since Amami Oshima was less active in the tour-
ism industry than the Yaeyama islands, many village communities in Amami Oshima had some problems due to a decrease
in population. They were also pessimistic about prospects for the maintenance of the traditional events and the community

itself.

Key Words: Ryukyu Arc, village community, Goyukai (immigrant’s voluntary association), mutual support activity, disas-

ter-related measures



