ERBERKEAEREFNMM  Tve IUK Graouate ScHool Journal, 4: 7-19, 2012 October

=
ot

BEOBHEMIOVTO—BE
— 2 DEGREOEEE D <> T—

B R

A Study of the Transformation of Meaning and Symbols Associated
with the Taiwanese Marine Goddess Maso

Chia-hsiu CHEN!

ABSTRACT
Taiwan is an immigrant society and most of its cultural customs, religious practices, and beliefs came from China during
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Belief in the marine goddess Maso, now deeply rooted in Taiwan, also came
from China. The beliefs and practices that originated in China have evolved in the Taiwanese context as society in

Taiwan continued to change over time. This paper examines certain changing features of Maso belief in Taiwan and
highlights the semantic symbolism of this belief for the immigrant society of Taiwan.
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