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Children’s religious spirituality and
their behaviour at play
with focus on early childhood

Masahiko Kakuno

The purpose of this paper is to discuss religious spirituality in
children and to re-evaluate their behaviour at play with this in mind.
During childhood, particularly in the early years, children have a
vague, innate sense of morality that does not relate to any specific
religion and that can be seen as they play

For example, games such as spinning, tag, funeral games etc. not
only contain religious elements such as ceremony and courtesy, but
also offer opportunities for self-growth; encouraging them to recover
quickly from disappointment, overcome setbacks and to consider
others. Through play and experiencing the process of death and
rebirth, children are exposed to an adult world that they have yet to
experience,

In our country, we have historically avoided taking up morality in
children as a topic of education. Although Froebel pedagogy, which
emphasises the innate morality of children, was introduced in the
Meiji period by American female propagators, it was soon overwhelmed
by progressive education schools and Froebel’ s theories and games
lost their influence.

Key Words: Words: Religious spirituality in children, playing,
courtesy, Froebel, childhood
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