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The Significance and Issues Surrounding the Amendment
of the Labor Policy Comprehensive Promotion Law

—Taking Measures to Prevent Power Harassment Based on a Literature Review —
Kouko NAKAMURA!

ABSTRACT
In 2011, the Japanese Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare showed its stance on tackling the problems of workplace
bullying. I conducted a systematic literature review to determine what kind of efforts were made in the EU countries,
(e.g. England, France and Germany) at that time to address these problematic issues. As a result of my research, I was
able to learn the background and factors behind the occurrence of workplace bullying, how these problems were
perceived, and what was being done to resolve these issues.
I found that workplace bullying and harassment stems from internal pressure and external pressure. These problems
were perceived to be a violation of human rights or a violation of a person’s basic rights and fundamental freedoms. In
addition, it was found that the respondents used either a preventative perspective or a problem-solving perspective in
their approaches to tackle the problems of workplace bullying and harassment.
Using the findings from my systematic literature review, I examined the significance and issues surrounding the
amendment of the Japanese government’s (2018) Law for Comprehensive Promotion of Labor Policy. While the revision
of the law was significant and efforts were made to prevent workplace bullying and harassment, there are still several
areas, (e.g. consultation system) that need to be improved.
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