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An Investigation into Shintaro Okuno’s Literary Criticism of
Chinese Traditional Opera
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Abstract
Chinese Xiqu (traditional opera) was first analyzed by Chinese scholar Guowei Wang in the 1913 monograph “A History

of Song and Yuan Drama.” Having aroused great interest in this academic field, Japanese scholar Masaru Aoki also

achieved academic renown and both their seminal works have been highly cited. Based on results proposed by Wang

and Aoki, Shintaro Okuno’s analysis was also highly evaluated for raising unique points. This current study compared

and analyzed “From Reading Opera to Theater Going Experience”, “From Research Period Opera to Found Opera’s

Generation and its Extension Process”,“Opera Structure and Character Anaiysis”, and other works. It was confirmed

that the humorous properties of the scenes relating to musicals were accurately described by Okuno.
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