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Jack London’s Theory of Yellow Peril, Referring to the History of
the Yellow Peril

Peng LIU*

Absfract
The challenge, issue, and problem of yellow peril still remains in the present world. President Trump is advocating
“America first.” The threat against China is expanding, so America has started a trade war. However, the time when the
threat against China was the most prevalent in the common popular history of the United States was that of Jack London.
And Jack London gave the impetus. Jack London wrote the essay “The Yellow Peril.” But there is a big difference
between American yellow peril and European yellow peril, and the yellow peril turned only to Japan or China.
This paper is analyzing the differences between American yellow peril and European yellow peril. And why Jack
London became a race biased-writer. This cause was mainly because of his mother, his society and himself. As he
understood China, London changed his racism against the Chinese. “The Yellow Peril” is from blind race bias of the
threat against China. Because there is his constant trial of understanding, he could write “The Yellow Peril”. When we
see Jack London’s last Chinese novel, we can find his understanding of the Chinese became quite deep. Therefore he
could write about China fairly.
Isuggest a lack of understanding is one of the causes of prejudice. When each one deepens his or her understanding, the
race bias will become weak, just like the case of Jack London.
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“This was met by a curding yell of rage. A big Chinaman,
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silk handkerchief and face badly pock-marked.” (Jack
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“Leading them came a big, muscular man, conspicuous for
his pock-marked face and the yellow silk handkerchief
swathed about his head.” (Jack London 1976: 216)
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‘The Yellow Peril’, Jack warned that the ‘yellow’ Chinese
and the ‘brown’ Japanese might one day join forces. ‘The
menace to the western world,’ he wrote, ‘lies, not in the little
brown man, but in the four hundred millions of yellow men
should little brown man undertake their management.” (Alex

Kershaw 1997: 143)
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They have splendid vigor and fine bodies, but they are
accustomed to being beaten and robbed without protest or
resistance by every chance foreigner who enters their

country. (Jack London 1989: 271)
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The Korean is the perfect type of inefficiency-of utter
worthlessness. The Chinese is the perfect type of industry.
For sheer work no worker in the world can compare with
him. Work is the breath of his nostrils. It is his solution of
existence. It is to him what wandering and fighting in far
lands and spiritual adventure have been to other peoples ...
The Chinese is no coward ... Here we have the Chinese,
four hundred millions of him, occupying a vast land of
immense natural resources-resources of a twentieth century
age, of a machine age; resources of coal and iron, which are
the backbone of commercial civilization. He is an
indefatigable worker. He is not dead to new ideas, new

methods, new systems. Under a capable management he



can be made to do anything. Truly would he of himself
constitute the much-heralded Yellow Peril were it not for
his government, is set, crystallized. (Jack London 1989:
274-278)
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From the West he has borrowed all our material
achievement and passed our ethical achievement by. Our
engines of production and destruction he has made his. ~ A
marvelous imitator truly, but imitating us only in things
material. Things spiritual cannot be imitated, they must be
felt and lived, woven into the very fabric of life, and here
the Japanese fails.

—His—
This must not be taken to mean that the Japanese is without
soul. But it serves to illustrate the enormous difference
between their souls and this woman's soul. There was no
feel, no speech, no recognition. This Western soul did not
dream that the Eastern soul existed, it was so different, so
totally different.

—Hrii—
Religion, as a battle for the right in our sense of right, as a
yearning and a strife for spiritual good and purity, is
unknown to Japanese. Measured by what religion means to
us, the Japanese is a race without religion. Yet it has a
religion, and who shall say that it is not as great a religion
as ours, nor as efficacious?

—Hig—
The religion of Japan is practically a worship of the State
itself. Patriotism is the expression of this worship. The

Japanese mind does not split hairs as to whether the

Emperor is Heaven incarnate or the State incarnate. So far
as the Japanese are concerned, the Emperor is Heaven lives,
is himself deity. The Emperor is the object to live for and to
die for. The Japanese is not an individualist. He has
developed national consciousness instead of moral

consciousness. (Jack London 1989: 283-288)
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Back of our own great race adventure, back of our robberies
by sea and land, our lusts and violences and all the evil
things we have done, there is a certain integrity, a sternness
of conscience, a melancholy responsibility of life, a
sympathy and comradeship and warm human feel, which is
ours, indubitably ours, and which we cannot teach
logarithms or the trajectory of projectiles. ~ The colossal
fact of our history is that we have made the religion of Jesus
Christ our religion. No matter how dark in error and deed,
ours has been a history of spiritual struggle and endeavor.
We are preeminently a religious race, which is another way
of saying that we are a right-seeking race. (Jack London
1989: 285)
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“And there were white men in there ... many white men. |
caught myself gasping. A choking sensation was in my
throat. There men were my kind. I found myself suddenly
and sharply aware that I was an alien ... And I felt myself
strangely ... felt that my place was there inside with them in
their captivity, rather than outside in freedom amongst
aliens.” (Jack London 1970: 106)
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