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Brandesid, CDTF—DE—ANZWFET, ZLORE*FL TV 5, BrandesiC & B &, [FEHDH] &, #
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BPERLREHEITH L. 4 AV LROTHEBNAEREXBHEENIIHN L, COBYVPEGELLAEE
THHUEEREHYICL, BESHT S HE L8RS EMEST TV 5, BrandesDEHTIE, MdOH 5
INVERBOERSBIREN, SHICTANVHICESLAFTIANLE STOIOHRCDERITR, SHD
BEICDENYTHNR TS (Brandes, 2007)o F 72, Brandesid. AF >3 [FBEDH] IZHibilihz 4
AYRXHA 3V OERE - BREHLZTREZMVAT, BRIICEICRYBIANIAL L LTAFYIAEZR
FUAIATUT R LICEHERET S, RGFENLETA 3V ORFELEROEFEL. COLYOHEBIZLAR
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ITRBAEEDNDZRETVINR[EEOH] LOBEL IR 5o AFTTIL o TOEHNE [BED
H] 25 N9 4 —=YIiltoTRESNIZRREZ, 7A) I FEEFHRMNLZEREOHAY» SHVRITTHS
(Brandes 1998b) o E. Carmichael and C. Sayerid, CZOMBEWERIZ/-L>THE Y., H S OFEMED S 13F DB
MEIHBOND, ZOEHORETIE, ) LLERNHIEZFEICHTLENSD, SHOZOERICDE
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Similarities and Differences in Food and Drink Offerings :
Comparing Japan and Mexico

Yoko SASAKI

Japan and Mexico are distant from each other, with a time difference of 14 hours. However, people in both countries
practice the custom of offering food and drink to the dead. In Western Europe, only candles and flowers are offered at
altars, and Western rationalism believes that “the dead do not eat.” In contrast, in Japan, images depicting the dead feeling
hunger and thirst exist. During Obon, people eat and drink in front of graves in some parts of Japan. In Mexico, on
November st and 2nd, the Day of the Dead, ancestors’ spirits are welcomed, similar to the Japanese Obon. In Japan, a
welcoming fire is lit so the spirits do not get lost; in Mexico, orange marigold petals are strewn on the path from the grave
to one’s house to guide the spirits so they can return home to a hearty reception by their family. The resemblance of these
Mexican customs to Japanese customs is striking; however, abundant skeleton candies and toys, symbolizing the “attitude
of laughing off death” and the notion of “being equal once dead” are ingrained in the profound Mexican view of life and
death.

Key Words: Eating in front of Graves, View of Life and Death, Irony, Obon, the Day of the Dead



